October 6, 2000

The Secretary would be required to monitor
quality and safety though a national data sys-
tem, as recommended by virtually all of the or-
ganizations reporting on quality of care. To
help providers feel more comfortable in report-
ing problems with quality or medical errors,
the Secretary would be required to establish a
confidential reporting system so that physi-
cians, employees of providers, and others
would be able to report errors or other failures
on a confidential basis. Employees would be
provided whistle blower protection for reporting
quality failures and errors. Providers who
achieve outstanding results in meeting quality
standards and minimizing errors would be re-
warded with the designation of “Medicare Pro-
vider of Excellence.”
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Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today | introduce
the Veterans Commemoration Act of 2000.
This piece of legislation will help to alleviate a
serious impediment to adequate health care
for our veterans.

Many veterans have trouble getting to and
from VA hospitals. The legislation that | am in-
troducing today would create a coin com-
memorating Executive Order 5398, signed by
President Herbert Hoover on July 21, 1930,
which established the Veterans Administration.
The proceeds from the sale of this coin would
fund a transportation program for veterans,
provided by the Disabled American Veterans.

This program provides a much-needed serv-
ice to our nation’s veterans. The DAV provides
transportation services to veterans to and from
VA hospitals. Considering the fact that many
veterans live far away from VA hospitals and
are disabled, the lack of transportation can be
a very serious impediment to adequate health
care.

In my home state of Washington, the Vet-
erans Administration hospital in Seattle serves
the entire Pacific Northwest. Many of the pa-
tients who rely upon the care provided by the
VA have severe disabilities that prevent them
from easily accessing the clinic. Public trans-
portation serves those veterans that live in the
Metropolitan area, but for the thousands of
veterans without access to public transpor-
tation, the DAV steps in to provide door to
door services. This essential program is truly
the missing link for veterans’ health care.

The DAV has recognized this need by cre-
ating the transportation program. This program
has been very successful so far. But it only
operates in a few select areas and serves only
a handful of veterans. This program should be
available to all veterans, but the DAV simply
cannot afford to fund a project of that mag-
nitude. This bill would create the funds nec-
essary to expand this program.

With no cost to the taxpayer, we can help
our nation’s veterans and show them that their
needs are important. We must show our sup-
port to the brave men and women who have
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risked their lives to serve this country. This
unique program, provided by the DAV, de-
serves our support.

Today | stand with over 150 of my col-
leagues to introduce this legislation. This bi-
partisan bill has diverse and broad support.
We have the time and the support to pass this
bill now. We should not wait for the next Con-
gress to take action when we have the ability
and the will to do so now. | urge my col-
leagues to stand with me and with the Dis-
abled American Veterans to pass this bill and
support our veterans.
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Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, if you are pay-
ing attention to the House floor at this mo-
ment, please listen very closely to what some
of my colleagues and | are discussing. Be-
cause we are talking about saving children
who are being savaged and we desperately
need your help.

If you can, please stop what you are doing
for a second—I know we’re all very busy right
now, but again this is important. So, please,
stop what you are doing and remember for a
moment what you felt like when you were a
child, especially if you had moments in which
you felt very vulnerable in any way.

Now, take that feeling, and try to imagine
living in a community ripped by the throes of
war—your parents are missing, friends, sisters
and brothers beaten, broken and battered, if
even still alive.

And as you imagine this life, now look down
at your arms and legs. Imagine an arm or a
leg or more mutilated and even severed from
your body. Think about that. Can you even
bear to imagine it?

As hard as it is to believe, there are children
today who don’t have to imagine this horror
because they live it. They see where their
arms and legs once were. They know that
their family has been destroyed.

They are the children of Sierra Leone.

And no matter what your politics are, hu-
manity calls us to act. Support funding for
peacekeeping now. Support Tony Hall’s bill to
halt the illegal diamond trade that funds this
butchering now. Don’t wait. Support ending
the horrific suffering of these children now.

CELEBRATION IN PITTSBURGH

HON. WILLIAM J. COYNE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 5, 2000

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call my colleagues’ attention to an upcoming
ceremony that will be held in Pittsburgh on
October 13, 2000, to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the founding of the Homestead
Grays and the 40th anniversary of Bill
Mazeroski’'s World Series-winning home run.
The joint ceremony serves to highlight Pitts-
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burgh’s long history of outstanding profes-
sional baseball.

The Homestead Grays was a Negro League
baseball team that was originally formed by
local African American steelworkers. The
Homestead Grays played baseball from 1900
until Major League baseball teams were inte-
grated 50 years ago, and the club won a num-
ber of pennants. The Grays, incidentally,
played the first night game in Pittsburgh base-
ball history—against the Kansas City Mon-
archs at Forbes Field on July 25, 1930.

The Homestead Grays were known for sev-
eral outstanding players who could compete
with the best baseball players of the time,
white or black. A number of these players
were eventually inducted into the Baseball Hall
of Fame. Oscar Charleston, first baseman and
manager for the Grays—with a lifetime batting
average of .357, the ranking of fourth on the
all-time home run list for the Negro Leagues,
and fielding that was deemed superior to that
of his white contemporary Ty Cobb—was in-
ducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1976.
Smoky Joe Williams, who pitched for the
Grays, was voted the greatest pitcher in Negro
League history in 1952, beating out Leroy
“Satchel” Paige. The Grays claim Buck Leon-
ard, another first baseman and home run hit-
ter, as well as Ray Brown, who in 1940 had
the greatest season of any Negro league
pitcher ever with 24 wins and only 4 losses.
Catcher and power-hitter Josh Gibson was an-
other of the stars of the Homestead Grays.
Gibson has the distinction of having hit a 505-
foot home run in Yankee Stadium—a feat
matched or exceeded by no one, not even
Babe Ruth (and in fact, only Dave Winfield
and Doug DeCinces have even come close).
| am pleased to note that Josh Gibson, Jr.,
who also played professional baseball, will re-
ceive a plaque at this ceremony in honor of
his father.

I'd like to note in passing that the Pennsyl-
vania Historical and Museum Commission put
up a State historic marker to honor the Home-
stead Grays on the 100th anniversary of their
founding. That marker, which was dedicated
last week, can be found at the intersection of
Amity Street and Fifth Avenue in Homestead,
PA.

The October 13th ceremony will also honor
Bill Mazeroski, long-time second baseman for
the Pittsburgh Pirates. Mazeroski, who played
for the Pirates from 1956 until 1972, was a
great infielder and defensive player. Maz won
eight Gold Gloves and was picked as an All-
Star seven times. He holds the record as the
second-baseman with the most double plays
in Major League history—1,706—and the most
double plays in one season—161 in 1966. He
holds the Major League record for the most
seasons leading the league in assists, and in
five of those nine seasons, he was credited
with 500 or more assists. For these accom-
plishments, if for nothing else, he deserves
admission to the National Baseball Hall of
Fame, an honor which to this date he has
been unfairly denied.

Despite a long career of excellence in field-
ing, however, Maz is probably best remem-
bered for his winning home run in the 1960
World Series against one of the greatest
Yankees teams ever—a team that included
baseball greats Mickey Mantle, Whitey Ford,
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